
Putnam Valley High School 
11th Grade Advanced Placement Language and Composition  

Summer 2011 Reading List 
All three books listed below are required reading. In addition, there will be a writing 

assignment due at the end of September. 
Summaries listed below are from Amazon.com and Barnes and Noble 

 

Eats Shoots and Leaves by Lynne Truss  
Who would have thought a book about punctuation could cause such a sensation? Certainly not 
its modest if indignant author, who began her surprise hit motivated by "horror" and "despair" at 
the current state of British usage: ungrammatical signs ("BOB,S PETS"), headlines ("DEAD 
SONS PHOTOS MAY BE RELEASED") and band names ("Hear'Say") drove journalist and 
novelist Truss absolutely batty. But this spirited and wittily instructional little volume, which 
was a U.K. #1 bestseller, is not a grammar book, Truss insists; like a self-help volume, it "gives 
you permission to love punctuation." Her approach falls between the descriptive and prescriptive 
schools of grammar study, but is closer, perhaps, to the latter.	
  

Film Club, The by David Gilmour 
"In this sensitive memoir, Canadian film critic and novelist Gilmour tells of the bargain he struck 
with his son, 15-year-old Jesse, who was unhappy at school. Gilmour would allow Jesse to drop 
out if he would agree to watch three movies a week with his dad." Glass Castle, The by 
Jeannette WallsWalls tells "a story of triumph against all odds, but also a tender, moving tale of 
unconditional love in a family that despite its profound flaws gave her the fiery determination to 
carve out a successful life on her own terms." 

	
  


