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School Law for K-12 Educators: 
Concepts and Cases
by Frank D. Aquila, Sage, Thousand Oaks, Calif., 2007, 
415 pp. with index, $59.95 softcover

This school law 
text is differ-
ent from most, 
and Frank D. 
Aquila, a profes-
sor of educational 
administration 
at  Cleveland 
State Univer-
sity, designed the 

novel format after years of teaching 
school law. He serves up case studies, 
questions for discussion of those stud-
ies, an outline of the concepts with 
short-form case briefs and a website for 
additional case briefs — all in a worthy 
attempt to eliminate legal jargon and 
provide greater understanding of legal 
concepts for an audience of educators.

I found it intriguing and helpful that 
the contemporary topics of No Child 
Left Behind and English language learn-

ers were incorporated in a school law 
text. The inclusion of these timely top-
ics certainly separates this book from the 
mainstream. 

The format is the most helpful aspect of 
School Law for K-12 Educators. Aquila starts 
out with an introduction, then offers a case 
study with excellent questions followed by 
important concepts, then the body of the 
material, again followed by a case study 
with discussion questions. As an instructor 
of school law, I found this helpful for use 
with graduate students. The text is best-
suited for a second-level course in school 
law for current and aspiring administrators, 
as well as central-office personnel. 

While the author covers the basic 
issues, he could have been more specific 
dealing with some frontline issues of law 
confronted regularly today by educa-
tors — notably student use of the Inter-
net and its potential for harm. Aquila’s 
treatment of student computer use at the 
end of the text almost appears to be an 
afterthought. 
Reviewed by Jerry E. Horgen, adjunct professor, 
St. Cloud State University and Capella University, 
Henning, Minn.

101 Facts About Bullying:  
What Everyone Should Know
by Meline Kevorkian and Robin D’Antona, Rowman 
& Littlefield Education, Lanham, Md., 2008, 176 pp. 
$32.95 softcover

Bullying is an issue 
that has plagued 
principals as long 
as there have been 
schools to govern. 
Not unique to any 
grade configuration 
or school with a spe-
cific socioeconomic 
status, bullying is 
also not confined 

to any one region of the country, or to 
the United States for that matter. 

Bullying has different faces than just 
10 years ago, with youngsters today enjoy-
ing much greater access to electronic 
media and the Internet. Being aware of 
the bully’s new tools for victimizing oth-
ers is a new obligation for educators.

Authors Meline Kevorkian and Robin 
D’Antona dispel the myths and display 

the facts about bullying. The roles of 
bully, victim and bystander are examined. 
The fact individuals from the latter two 
roles can become bullies also is explained 
along with the different bullying behav-
iors. While most of the bullying defined 
in this text, such as indirect and relational 
bullying, has been recognized by experi-
enced educators for some time, cyberbul-
lying is a relatively new phenomenon, and 
the authors provide detailed information 
about this bullying behavior.

However, what’s presented in 101 Facts 
About Bullying lacks a cohesive structure. 
It is often redundant and neglects to iden-
tify what interventions work. The authors 
identify some strategies that don’t work, 
such as attempting to use peer mediation 
between a bully and a victim.

In the end, what’s covered in the 
book could be presented at a conference 
before a target audience not of teachers 
and administrators but rather parents of 
young children. A copy in a PTA library 
would be of value.

Reviewed by Marc Space, superintendent, Putnam 
Valley Central School District, Putnam Valley, N.Y.

Greater Expectations: 
Teaching Academic Literacy 
to Underrepresented Students 
by Robin Turner, Stenhouse, Portland, Maine, 2008, 
240 pp. with index, $18 softcover

For 10 years, 
Robin Turner, 
author of Greater 
Expectations, has 
been a teacher 
leader for the 
Puente Proj-
ect, a program 
begun in 1981 
to increase the 

number of educationally disadvantaged 
students who enroll in four-year colleges, 
earn degrees, and return to the commu-
nity as leaders and mentors of future gen-
erations. Puente is Spanish for “bridge,” 
an apt name for an accelerated reading 
and writing, intensive counseling, and 
mentoring program operating primarily 
in southern California.

Greater Expectations describes Turn-
er’s experiences with the Puente Proj-
ect at Magnolia High School in Ana-
heim, Calif., where he’s taught English 
for 16 years. He learned about proper 
implementation with a peer group and 
capitalized on this approach in his own 
classroom. His description of teaching 
techniques for literacy development is 
worthy reading for all English teachers 
and language arts supervisors, as they is 
universally applicable. 

What sets this approach apart from 
simply good instruction are the concepts 
of “familia” and “carino,” or family and 
caring. Underrepresented students tend to 
need more of a sense of community, which 
taps into their culture and associations. 

In a similar fashion, these students are 
accustomed to being viewed as a collection 
of deficits, rather than as individuals who 
should be appreciated in their own right. 

School leaders with significant num-
bers of underrepresented students will find 
Greater Expectations contains worthwhile 
ideas for raising academic literacy. Those 
who explore adopting the Puente Project 
could use a study group to create a locally 
designed adaptation. I suggest passing along 
this book to a receptive English teacher.
Reviewed by Arthur Stellar, superintendent, 
Taunton, Mass.
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